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The attention of F. P. A. members is called 
to the proposal announced by the Committee 
on World Friendship Among Children that 
American children cooperate in the Japanese 
Doll Festival next March. This proposal is 
heartily endorsed by the Federal Council of 
Churches and by the Japanese Government. 
The address of the Committee is 105 East 22nd 
Street, New York City. 


Entered as second- 
class matter December 
3, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New “York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. 


CHINA’S DANGEROUS CHAOS 


N marked contrast to the reassuring 

trend in Europe, the past two weeks 
in China have brought about a crisis of 
the utmost gravity and have produced a 
situation probably comparable :n its criti- 
cally dangerous nature only to the Boxer 
Uprising of 1901. 


The most serious clash of international 
concern was that which occurred Septem- 
ber 6, at Wanhsien, one thousand miles up 
the Yangtse, between Chinese soldiers and 
British naval detachments. Following the 
seizure by the Chinese of two British mer- 
chant vessels with their British officers, 
and, it is claimed the exhaustion of every 
possibility of a peaceful settlement, it ap- 
pears that the British resorted to naval ac- 
tion in an effort to release the men and 
ships. A serious encounter resulted, in 
which seven British officers and men were 
killed and a larger number wounded. 
Worse, from the British point of view, the 
ships even then were not recovered, al- 
though the officers were freed. 

On the Chinese side, reports indicate 
that severe casualties were suffered, par- 
ticularly from the shelling of the city by 
the British gunboats in the vicinity. Some 
estimates place the Chinese losses at 5,000. 


The handling of this situation consti- 
tutes a baffling problem for the British. 
From their residents in China, there is a 
tremendous demand for vigorous, punitive 
action on the grounds that if this affair is 
passed by with only perfunctory protests, 
all British prestige in China will vanish. 
On the other hand, the press in England 
seems to recognize more adequately the 
significance of the fact that there is no 
Chinese government which can be held 
responsible. Also, the best informed of- 
ficials realize that there has been ugly feel- 
ing in the Wanhsien district ever since 
1914 when the first steamboat traffic 


through the Yangtse gorges began to cost 
thousands of Chinese families the liveli- 
hood which they had previously gained by 
towing all vessels by hand up the tortu- 
ous rapids. 

In the vicinity of Hankow, the American 
steamer Iling has recently been heavily 
bombarded and five United States naval 
vessels have been under fire. In one in- 
stance three of the American warships re- 
turned the fire against the Chinese. In no 
case, however, does it appear that respon- 
sible Chinese officers were to blame. 

Almost coincident with the British bom- 
bardment of Wanhsien—itself a distinct 
departure from British policy during the 
past year—there was stiff naval action 
by the British in Canton. It is reported 
that the senior British naval officer at 
Canton has been given a free hand to treat 
the Chinese strike pickets as pirates. 

In Manchuria there has been a renewal 
of serious friction between Russia and 
Chang Tso-lin following the latter’s seiz- 
ure of the ships of the half-Russian 
Chinese Eastern Railroad on the Sungari 
River. 

The outstanding event of recent weeks 
in the Chinese civil war has been the un- 
expected victory of the Cantonese General, 
Chang Kai-shih, who has routed Wu Pei- 
fu from the rich districts about Hankow 
and is now established there himself. This 
gives the south China faction a foothold 
in middle China for the first time since 
the revolution of 1911. 


Marshal Sun Chuan-fang, dictator of 
Shanghai and the lower Yangtse provinces, 
has gone into the war to assist Wu Pei-fu 
in his desperate final resistance. Many 
observers believe, however, that Sun may 
shift and ally himself with the Cantonese. 
Feng Yu-hsiang, whose army has been 
badly defeated since he left for Russia 


aw oT 


a —« = 
some months ago, is now hastily returning 


to China. He will doubtless endeavor to 
cooperate with the south China leaders. 


RAYMOND T. RICH. 


Exit Spain—Enter Germany 


ERMANY has become a member of 

the League with a permanent seat on 

the Council and Spain, in a note received 

in Geneva on September 11, has officially 
notified Geneva of her withdrawal. 

On September 10, the Assembly for- 
mally voted to admit Germany, and the 
German delegation, headed by Foreign 
Minister Stresemann, took its seat in the 
Assembly. A wave of genuine emotion 
and sincere joy at this real ending of the 
Great War swept the delegates of the fifty- 
odd nations seated in the sombre Salle de 
la Reformation. It was a dramatic mo- 
ment when M. Nintchitch of Jugoslavia, 
the President of this, the seventh Assem- 
bly, formally welcomed Germany as a 
League member. Dr. Stresemann’s first 
speech was tactful and raised no moot 
questions but stressed the fact that Ger- 
many “now wished to follow a path of sub- 
version of selfish nationalism, to promote 
international goodwill and peace.” He 
hailed the League as “heir to and executor 
of the treaties of 1919,” which may be in- 
terpreted as indicating that the Reich ex- 
pects to have the troublesome problems of 
the occupation of the Rhineland, German 
Kolonialpolitik and the War-guilt ques- 
tion eventually settled by the League. 


Aristide Briand, Foreign Minister of 
France, fittingly welcomed Germany into 
the League, saying that France and Ger- 
many could divide up their military glory; 
they had enough to give the history of 
both nations sufficient for all time. “Away 
with rifles, machine guns and cannon! 
Make way for peace and conciliation!” 
There have been many eloquent and emo- 
tional speeches delivered from the plat- 
form of the Salle de la Reformation, but 
those of Stresemann and Briand carry 
a note of real sincerity which, with the 
going into effect September 14 of the Lo- 
carno treaties, must be regarded as sig- 
nificant in marking a lasting reconciliation 
between these two ancient enemies. 

The loss of Spain and Brazil, while 
doubtless a serious blow to the League, is 
felt to be counterbalanced and eclipsed by 
this infinitely more important move to- 
ward the peaceful settlement of interna- 
tional disputes. M. S. W. 


Notes 


ITHIN a single week violent at- 

tempts have been directed against 
the dictators of three South European na- 
tions. In each case the attempt failed. 
Supporters of Primo de Rivera in Spain 
registered approval of his government in 
an open plebiscite on September 12, there- 
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by condemning the attempted revolt of 
the artillery which had occurred the previ- 
ous week. In Italy, the police are engaged 
in ferreting out persons suspected of be- 
ing in league with the anarchist who on 
September 11 endeavored unsuccessfully 
to assassinate Premier Mussolini. In 
Greece on September 9 General Kondylis 
suppressed an insurrection of the Repub- 
lican Cohort—a body which had been 
created by the former dictator, General 
Pangalos, to uphold his own government. 
Independent of the army and the navy, 
the Republican Cohort constituted a threat 
to the permanency of the Kondylis régime. 
It has now been disbanded. 


Poincaré has taken further steps toward 
the reduction of the expenditures of the 
French Government by securing the adop- 
tion by the Council ot Ministers on Sep- 
tember 10 of a measure for the gradual re- 
duction of the army strength by 2,700 per- 
manent, and 1,200 temporary officers and 
modification of the terms of service for 
conscripts by raising the minimum age 
limit from 20 to 21 years. These reduc- 
tions are to become effective over a period 
of years and will have a relatively small 
immediate effect either on the size of the 
French army or the French budget. 


Mussolini on August 31 announced a 
drastic policy of currency deflation which 
will almost immediately decrease the paper 
currency circulation by nearly 3,000,000,- 
000 lira. This will doubtless lead to tem- 
porary business depression and unemploy- 
ment. Mussolini with his characteristic 
frankness is willing to face these conse- 
quences in order to put the Italian cur- 
rency upon a permanently stable founda- 
tion. 


How to build up Russian industry so as 
to supply the peasants with more and 
cheaper manufactured goods in return for 
their produce is a problem that continues 
to dominate Russian politics. The answer 
of the new triumvirate, under the leader- 
ship of Stalin, is a “rigorous restriction” 
of administrative expenditures which 
would reduce costs and supply the capital 
needed for the expansion of industry.* 

Stalin has repudiated attempts to coerce 
the peasants and apparently hopes to find 
a way out through a more efficient indus- 
trialization of Russia. The economy pro- 
gram is a first step which may be the be- 
ginning of many sweeping changes in 
Russian economic policy. 


Britain’s Economic Plight, by Frank 
Plachy, Jr. New York, 1926, Little, Brown 
& Co. A careful journalistic account of 
Great Britain’s economic difficulties with 
side comments on manners and customs. 


*Newe Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 35, July 9, 1926. 
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